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Thank you for your recent letter concerning the Rapid City area flood
disaster. I always consider it a privilege to assist people in tlleir
efforts to chronolog maj or event:; \vj th potent ja] historical impact.

You RskecJ th8t I comment specifjcilIJy on the negative aspects of the
impact inmoscd by national (braade-as 1) publicity on the sum;ner' s tourist
pict.ure. As far as I am concc'-ned, there \\';:1 s never any "neg2.tive aspect"
i~ilposcd h)' the broadca.st industJ~Y. There was simply an effort on their
part to accurately convey news ,-:hich \\'85 unv8i1ing during that cZltastrophic
period. 'nle negative aspects were really created by the consumcr--in our
case, the traveliilg pl:blic. For it ",as the individual traveler \\'ho
conjured up negative mental pictures entirely out of proportion to the
real situation.

In fact} J have nothir,g but high p}-aise foy the South Dakota broadcasters
in their cffoTt.S to J!lirdmize loss of life and destruction during the flood.
They all pcr[oYincd v:d :leTltly and in 3. comme-ndClbJe way.

Also I might add that t~;c b-rc(Jf.lcasi iIld\lstry "pi tchcd jn" 8.l1c] helped revive
OUY vital tourjst industT)' after the flood. Countless stations ran numCTOUS
public en'icc c;n:rJOlmcc~:~cntsa,ld free ad s in South Dakota's bellal f.

I hope that t.his letter has been of assistance to you. If you have any
£urtJ181'- qW,stiOllS, please feel free to contact me at your convenience.

Jack Allmon, Director
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