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MY JOB

Circulation librarian puts more than books on the table

MWAME: Rebecca Steffen
MY JORB: Circulation librarian at
the Rapid City Publse Library

S what 5 the primary thing
o el as a crmdation brarkn?
[ commuenicate with SDLN

[South Dakota Li Met-
work] about our SDILN
runs the catalog that patrons
search. | help make sure to
keep the catalog munndng and
let people know if it goes
i,

So, IfI do an online seanch
and e-mxll a libraron, @e you
the librerion I'm going to folk o7

Yes, that is me a lot of the
time. | also handle patron ac-
counts.

Why did you decide to be-
come @ librarian?

Well, 1 was y going
to be a teacher. I got

shind into & work-study
job in a library, and here | am,
%gm ali minor i

ack Hills State, and now ['m
working on my master's, Il

BEETIS that™s ko 2 bot of
people end up as ibrarfdans,

They plek up a libracy jol
somewhere and it just sticks,

Whit {s your fovorite part of
woricng af the Ropid Cliy Pub-

Working with the staff. 1 do
a lot of scheduling, and 1 lead
a group working on soctal net-
working site training.

Does the Bbrany hove o My
page?
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Yes, and il's my Bakay, |
work on it all the time.

(hitp:/ farww.miyspace.com fre-

pl_teens)

You mren'l exactly the cliche
lihraron fype. Does gour age
corese any problents arournd
here?

Oh. no, 1 fit in really well.
When | don't think abouat it,
oy lan't really an issue.

1 first got here, [ was

a lttle bit uncomiboriable being
s0 young, but I'm working
with people who have so much
experience and they are happy
to help me out. 1 think it's &
good mix for my enthusiasm.
They help bring me back to
earth when | get too excited,

I do bry not io wear my hair
in & bun toos often, but T don't
think my age really makes a
difference

I hawe a niche here. Flus it
helps when [ deal with the
high school kids because there
isn’t as big a difference in our
ages. When [ go upstairs bo
play “Guitar Hero™ with the
kids, it isn't as weird.

Wizit, the library has “Guifar
Hero™?
Yes, we have gaming every

Widnesday here at the down-
towm location and on Tues-

dlays at the north branch. We
hawe a Wii, and we play “Gui-
tar Herg."

That's a kot different than
tiihier [ haed o come dation lere
efter et oo woall for my
rice, I b to sit all by myself
el ey homensark.

O, we have a ot of kids
that come down here in the af-
termoons after school nowa-
diagrs, And we have a lot more
to offer than just books, We
are a media center full af
DWVDs aned music; we host
commmunily evenls, We hae
programs lor people of all ages
to gt invodved in. The lbrary
is & community gathering
plice, Ch. and don’l the
coffee shop. I'm addicted Lo it

What's the heerclest part of
your job?

When we pul a whole
bunch of work info a program
and il's a dud,

When you pul your heart
and soul inte semething and
like 10 people show up — and
five of them are your {riends —
it's really hard.

And we just can't anticipate
what's going to be suwecesshul
and what's going to flop.

But sometimes the opposite
happens. We had a play dough

recently and we were
ing for like 50 attendees,
and over 100 showed up.
— Crysial Hotenihaner,
Journal staff



